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So this is where you grew up...

What happened Grandpa?

¢ƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ Ƙŀǎ ƭƻǎǘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŀƴŎƘŜǊǎΣ 
ƻǾŜǊ фл҈ ƻŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƘƻƎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ул҈ 
ƻŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŘŀƛǊȅƳŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ор ȅŜŀǊǎΦ
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Without markets, we lose 
our land. 

Without markets, we lose 
our land stewards and 
husbandmen.

When we lose our markets, 
we lose our freedom!

http://news.mikecallicrate.com/wsj-in-the-battle-for-the-american-west-the-cowboys-are-losing/


The big packers are driving the getaway car.

Partners in Crime

The big retailers are robbing the bank.



*All Fresh Choice Beef ςUSDA-ERS Data
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30% of their share of the retail beef 
dollar, amounting to over $1,000 per 
head in lost income.
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Itõs called Stealinõ!



Why farmers only get 7.8 
cents of every dollar 

Americans spend on food
By Caitlin Dewey, Washington Post

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/caitlin-dewey/


άThey live and are 

dependent upon the 

honey that others 

collect. Like the 

unemployed, they are 

supported at the cost 
of the nation.έ

- Vincent C. Vickers, Governor of the Bank 
of England in 1910

Middlemen: άDrones of the national beehive.έ
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Multinational corporations hide behind the Zombiebrands of 
once independently owned, popular niche brand companies  

https://nobull.mikecallicrate.com/2009/06/04/how-mavericks-became-zombies/
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*Canadian data

Powerful farm input suppliers continue to increase 
their share of farm income.
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Last 5 years average pre-tax ROE based on SEC reports:
Tyson                      30.7% ROE
Monsanto              39.8%ROE
Bayer AG                21.8% ROE
Deere & Co.           32.7% ROE

1996 to 2016 farm income according to ERS/USDA:

The farmers ROE was negative 6.9%

Return on Equity (ROE)

ά¢I9 I¦{.!b5a!b ¢I!¢ [!.hw9¢I a¦{¢ .9 
¢I9 CLw{¢ t!w¢!Y9w hC ¢I9 Cw¦L¢{Φέ - SAINT PAUL



Walmart - 1,725 farmers
Deere - 2,025 farmers
Smithfield - 2,147 farmers 
(Financials no longer available after 2014!)

How many farmers does it take to match 
the top five executives salaries?

Farmer income is based on net farm income for 2017



An American Crime Family



In 2017 Brazilian 
owned, and Greeley CO 
based JBS, bribed 
inspectors to keep 
rotten meat on the 
ƳŀǊƪŜǘ Χ 

A Brazilian Crime Family

Χ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƘƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
USDA Administrator that 
allowed it into the U.S.



Emptiness: A picture of big meat packer 
retaliation ς²Ƙȅ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ŦŜŜŘŜǊǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻǳǘ 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƳŜŀǘ ǇŀŎƪŜǊ ŀōǳǎŜǎΧ

Callicrate Cattle Co., 1999
17"What we support prospers, what we feed grows." - MikeCallicrate.com

Callicrate feed yard closed in 
1999 when the meat packers 
refused to buy the cattle.

http://nobull.mikecallicrate.com/2010/08/02/history-repeated/
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Animal Husbandry has been replaced 
with Animal Science



"What we support prospers, what we feed grows." - MikeCallicrate.com 19

"If you have men who will exclude any of God's creatures from 
the shelter of compassion and pity, you will have men who will 
deal likewise with their fellow men." 

- St. Francis of Assisi, Roman Catholic friar, founder of the Franciscans Order

Animal Husbandry



The greatness of a nation can be judged by the way its 
animals are treated. - Mahatma Gandhi

Animal Science
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Empty barns: Prolonged low milk 
prices pressuring dairy farms to 
fold
Jan 31, 2018

"You just had to fool yourself every day 
that you were going to make it," said 
Euerle, a father of four. "As a farmer, 
your mentality is that things will get 
better, but it didn't."

ALEXANDRIA, Minn.τThere wasn't really a last straw that made Billy 
Euerlewalk away from his Garfield dairy farm last year.

http://www.inforum.com/business/agriculture/4396675-empty-barns-prolonged-low-milk-prices-pressuring-dairy-farms-fold?utm_source=Daily+Harvest&utm_campaign=99c7f43155-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d3b5b13485-99c7f43155-48604953
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Paul Dotonurges his holsteinsinto the milking parlor on his farm in Barnard, Vt., 
Wednesday, Feb. 7, 2018. The price of milk is expected to fall below $16 per 
hundredweight this winter, down from an average of $25.49 in 2014. (Valley News -
James M. Patterson)

Dairy Co-op Sends Farmers Suicide Hotline 
Numbers After Milk Prices Plummet
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!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ²ƻǊǎǘ DǊŀǾŜȅŀǊŘ 
Shift Is Grinding Up Workers

Bloomberg - December 29, 2017

Cleanup at the slaughterhouse is as dangerous as it 
is repulsive, and the immigrants who do the work 
are under pressure to complete it faster than ever.
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ά5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴƛƴƎ 
ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛȊȊȅƛƴƎ 
array of technological 
advances and dramatic social 
reforms, meat and poultry 
processing early in the 
twenty-first century is 
regrettably reminiscent of 
what Sinclair (The Jungle 
1906) described early in the 
ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘΦέ
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Meathooked& End of Water

aƛƪŜ /ŀƭƭƛŎǊŀǘŜ ŀǎƪǎΣ ά!ǊŜ ǿŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻ ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘ ŀǎ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘΚέ



December 24, 2013 ςThe dirt cloud extended from Colorado Springs to the 
Colorado/Kansas border north of Lamar. It was over a mile high (12,500 ft. 
above sea level), 4 miles across, moving south at 50 mph ςSee The Dust Bowl

ñA nation that destroys its soils destroys itself.ò 
ïFranklin D. Roosevelt

http://www.pbs.org/kenburns/dustbowl/


aǳŎƘ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΩǎ ǘƻǇ ǎƻƛƭ ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƎƻƴŜΦ
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Hurricane Florence 2018
Why are factory farms located in flood prone areas? 

ά¸ƻǳǊ ǇƻǊƪΣ ōŀŎƻƴΣ ŜƎƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǳƭǘǊȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǎ 
cheap as you think. Even before Florence, the 
neighbors of these industrial animal 
operations, who are disproportionately poor 
and people of color, suffered toxic air pollution, 
tainted well water, and the unbearable stench 
ƻŦ ƘƻƎ ƳŀƴǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘǿŀǘŜǊǎ ǊŜŎŜŘŜΦέ

https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2018/09/22/i-saw-florence-sending-millions-gallons-animal-poop-flooding-across-north-carolina/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.9c1a4ecf6b59
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A swine "concentrated animal feeding 
operation" and lagoon surrounded by 
Hurricane Florence floodwaters. Each of 
these facilities contains more than 2,500 
pigs. (Rick Dove)
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Hurricane Floyd 1999



Waste from the JBS pig 
slaughterhouse in 
Beardstown, IL, courses 
through a series of 
drainage ditches and 
canals and eventually 
into a tributary of the 
Illinois River. No other 
U.S. slaughterhouse 
discharged more nitrogen 
from animal waste last 
year, a study found. (E. 
Jason Wambsgans, 
Chicago Tribune/TNS)

by Tony BriscoeςChicago Tribune | October 12, 2018

http://www.sj-r.com/news/20181012/beardstown-slaughterhouse-biggest-nitrogen-polluter-of-waterways-in-us-study-finds


ά¢ƘŜȅ ǎŜƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ŜƭǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀǿŀȅ Χ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅΦέ
- Francisco Chavez, Ranch Foods Direct delivery driver

¢ƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ŦƻƻŘ ǇŀƴǘǊȅ ƛǎ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘΧ

ÅHuman exploitation
ÅAnimal suffering
ÅEnvironmental degradation
ÅCommunity destruction
ÅFamily farm & rural decline
ÅDegenerative diseases

"What we support prospers, what we feed grows." - MikeCallicrate.com
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Brought to you by Sysco  and JBS
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Brought to you by Sysco  and JBS

ά!ǎǇŜƴ wƛŘƎŜ .ŜŜŦέ ƛǎ ŀ W.{ ōǊŀƴŘ



October 4, 2018 - 6.9 million pounds of beef 
recalled after 57 sickened from possible antibiotic 
resistant salmonella contamination

December 4, 2018 - 5 million pounds of beef 
recalled possible antibiotic resistant salmonella 
contamination

https://competitivemarkets.com/latest-beef-recall-exposes-illusion-of-choice/


The fight for producer 
protections continues 
after USDA Ag 
Secretary, Sonny 
Perdue, caves to 
corporate interests, 
vacating century old 
producer protection 
law.

November 29, 2018

https://competitivemarkets.com/gipsa-is-dead-the-fight-for-producer-protections-continues/?fbclid=IwAR0dzBeiOpidheLZ3PdtjYEJHyAjSzEMKYjsnTCo6U8_oc1LK9rTDzR3pws
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ñThe worldôs largest beef processing corporation, JBS, is 

underpaying family farmers and ranchers for their cattle. 

Even worse, our government is letting them get away with it.ò

https://competitivemarkets.com/voice-from-the-ranch-nebraska-cattle-producer-screwed-by-jbs-speaks-the-truth/?fbclid=IwAR23Us5_AJASOzO_Edx1L8YzXuhZ-rp9MjquvnJbU7XMMSCXvkNRZ29mW1E


ñWe have more to fear from USDA 

than any foreign power.ò
- Allan Savory, January 2018



The Solution



Farmers and Ranchers

Eaters 

THE RANCH FOODS DIRECT SOLUTION

BIG FOOD
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How do we move from the destructive industrial 
model of agriculture to one that regenerates our soils, 

restores our health, and rebuilds our communities?

Image by Harry Greene
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Their grazing helps our dehydrating 
planet retain moisture in the earth, 
contributing to global water supplies.
VandanaShiva ςWinner of aƻƴǎŀƴǘƻΩǎ ά.ǳƭƭǎƘƛǘέ ŀǿŀǊŘ 

http://www.deepakchopra.com/news/view/66/deepak_chopra_and_vandana_shiva_talk_seeds_and_gmos_


άhǳǊ Ŏƻǿ ŘǳƴƎ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳǊ ²ŀƭƭ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ǎǘƻŎƪǎΦέ
-VandanaShiva speaking to Hillary Clinton in India



A better more direct route for producers and consumers wanting 
ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻƻŘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳΧ
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Slaughtering animals where they are raised means:
- More humane treatment 
- Less stress means better quality meat
- 37% less weight transported to market  
- Slaughter waste becomes valuable soil nutrients
- Increased rural employment
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Refrigerated trailer transports carcasses 
from rural mobile unit to urban cut plant  

"What we support prospers, what we feed grows." -
MikeCallicrate.com



The Colorado Springs 
food hub provides space 
for meat processing, local 
fruit and vegetable 
distribution and value-
added food production.



54ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŦŜŜŘ ƎǊƻǿǎΦέ aƛƪŜ/ŀƭƭƛŎǊŀǘŜΦŎƻƳ

Peak to Plains Food Hub in Colorado Springs

Building Community Around Local Food!
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Making Healthy People



Bones are charred after making bone broth and stocks

Retort for making charcoal (Biochar)
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https://callicratecattleco.com/soilproducts.htm
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How the biochar can improve the Carbon Cycle



HCςHigh Density Continuous Grazing
LC ςLow Density Continuous Grazing
AMP ςAdaptive Multi-Paddock Grazing


