
Tell us: 
 
How you got here? 
 
What you are doing? 
 
The results? 



So this is where you grew up... 
 What happened Grandpa? 

The U.S. has lost nearly half of it’s ranchers,  
90% of it’s hog farmers and over 80% of it’s  
dairymen in the last 35 years. 
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Emptiness: A picture of big meat packer 
retaliation – Why cattle feeders won’t speak out 
against meat packer abuses… 

Callicrate Cattle Co., 1999 3 "What we support prospers, what we feed grows." - MikeCallicrate.com 

Callicrate feed yard closed in 
1999 when the meat packers 
refused to buy the cattle. 

http://nobull.mikecallicrate.com/2010/08/02/history-repeated/


“You should be suing 
Walmart [instead of 
IBP], they are the 
problem. They tell us 
what they will pay and 
we have no choice but 
to pay you less.”  
- John Tyson comment to Mike Callicrate in 
2002 
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Farmers and Ranchers 

Eaters  
The Problem 
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BIG FOOD 
Blocks market 

access and 
captures the profit 



Farmers and Ranchers 

Eaters  

THE RANCH FOODS DIRECT SOLUTION 

BIG FOOD 
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How do we move from the destructive industrial  
model of agriculture to one that regenerates our soils,  

restores our health, and rebuilds our communities? 

Image by Harry Greene 



A better , more direct route for producers, and consumers wanting  
to know where their food comes from… 
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Slaughtering animals where they are raised means: 
- More humane treatment  
- Less stress means better quality meat 
- 37% less weight transported to market   
- Slaughter waste becomes valuable soil nutrients 
- Increased rural employment 
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Peak to Plains Food Hub in Colorado Springs 

Building Community Around Local Food! 



The new Colorado Springs food 
hub provides space for meat 
processing, local fruit and 
vegetable distribution and 
value-added food production. 
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The new retail store sells good food from local and regional sources 



It’s not what we do that makes our meat so good, it’s what we don’t do! 









Adding biochar to soil sequesters carbon, increases  
soil water holding capacity, adds nutrients  

(36% P2O5, 33% Ca), and improves biological activity. 

Retort turns bones into bonechar 


